The global context
»The core idea (. . . ) is that the existence and the future course of biodiversity is dependent upon both biological and sociocultural processes (. . . ) it is essential to see biodiversity in its multilevel process of conditions and impacts.« 1 1 Kamppinen and Walls 1999 : 14f. At the end of March 2003, the author of this contribution while participating at a harvest with a Q'eqchi' farmer in a remote village in Alta Verapaz, observed clouds of smoke in the sky. She asked about their origin and supposed the informant would attribute the smoke to extensive forest burnings in the northern lowlands. Instead he expressed his concern about the increased conflict between the United States and Iraq. Having followed the events on the radio news, he interpreted the smoke as an indication of the recent attacks on Baghdad. As the worldview of the farmer does not imply continental geographies, transatlantic distances and country boundaries, the war of global range could accordingly even reach the local peasant's life in the countryside in Guatemala. Before this conversation between rows of maize, we had walked to the field passing areas at different stages of fallow and forest. On the way the farmer shared his knowledge on the use of almost 100 plant and tree species. Although the conflict in Iraq indeed had consequences for the local economy, it is beyond the intention of this contribution to discuss its impacts on living conditions of rural communities in Guatemala. Neither does it concentrate on the role of modern media in traditional cultures, nor does it intend to analyse the influence of forest-fires on the deforestation process in the study area. The intention of this contribution is to question the significance of people's spatial concepts and interpretations of phenomena occurring in their environments. The overall frame given to the anthropological considerations on this topic is defined by the interface of global environmental policies and their implications on cultural dynamics at the local level. In the context of the research project on ›Valuation and Conservation of Biodiversity‹, the present portrayed study initially questioned how to protect biodiversity in accordance with community-based natural resource management that is basically built upon local environmental knowledge. Thereby, the primary aim was to move towards an understanding of notions in the more encompassing sense of knowledge associated with social mechanisms, historical and political experiences, cultural identities and interpretations of people through which they structure and comprehend their environment. During the field-based research, the focus altered from contextual aspects of knowledge generation, transmission and transformation towards internal dynamics such as inherent values and implicit symbolisms of human-nature relations. These tend to be underestimated issues in the international environmental debate on biodiversity conservation policies and equally are often dismissed in the frame of implemented initiatives in protected area management.
Indigenous communities and biodiversity conservation
The significant correlation of regions inhabited by indigenous 2 communities and areas of highest remaining biodiversity has given evidence to the close inter-
